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Acts 2:14, 22-33; 1 Peter 1:17-21; Lk 24:13-35 

 What do you do when your hopes do not seem to come true?  What do you do when you 

have put in a lot of time and effort into something and it all seems to be for nothing?  Maybe that 

is what the disciples on the road to Emmaus were experiencing.  After everything, they may have 

been sad and hopeless, but really they gave up too quickly - and so do we sometimes.  Things are 

not always as they seem and we often do not fully understand the big picture.   

 In their haste to get home, theses disciples were walking away from Jerusalem.  

Jerusalem is where Jesus entered in triumph - bringing the hope of salvation to the people, it is 

where the the whole death and resurrection of Jesus happened, and it is where the entire 

community of the church was.  You would expect disciples of Jesus Christ to be gathered 

together, you would expect them to be trying to figure out how they live out the life and mission 

he had entrusted to them, you would expect that they would be awaiting the fulfillment of all that 

Jesus said would happen after his death.  Where do we find the disciples of Jesus?  A scared and 

paralyzed group of disciples hiding in the upper room, and guys like these going back home with 

their tail between their legs.  Boy doesn’t that look like us sometimes?  Either hiding and 

paralyzed - or giving up.   I know I have felt like that sometimes.  I know that sometimes when 

pressures mount I want to just give up, forget the problem, pack up my toys and go home.  I, like 

they, can forget that Jesus sometimes appears to be gone, but is really there - I can forget that the 

power of Jesus has not even started to work in the situation.  

 Jesus comes to them, like he does to us, very quietly.  He doesn’t appear in a ball of flame 

and loud noise.  He doesn’t immediately shout the truth at them or order them back to the correct 

path - he comes gently - so gently that they don’t recognize him.  There may have been many 

times Jesus has come to us as we were walking away with out tail between our legs and tried to 

get us to remember what we know on a deeper level.  The disciples on the road show their inner 

knowledge and say things like: Jesus … was … mighty in deed and word /… [he was] handed 

over to a sentence of death and crucified /… he would be the one to redeem Israel /… Some 

women from our group … had seen a vision of angels who announced that he was alive. / Some 

of … us went to the tomb and found things just as the women had described.  They were correct 

in all these things - but still they were walking away. 



 Jesus comes to them in a way they don’t recognize and he helps to connect the dots of 

how the prophets all pointed to this being the way it was supposed to happen.   Jesus does the 

same to us, comes to us sometimes when we are not expecting him, and tries to show us the right 

way to be going.  Through his voice in our hearts and through the wisdom passed down by his 

Church he helps us connect the dots - but never forces - always waits for us to ask him to stay 

longer and teach us more (like he waited for the disciples on the road to ask him to stay). 

 Jesus brings a transformation to those who would ask him to stay with them and show 

them what the plan is.  He brings a relief and a peace to those who can trust in his power and 

know that he is there although we sometimes cannot recognize him.  The transformation of those 

that open their hearts can be great.  In the Gospel we see the disciples reverse their course and go 

back to the community of the church, in the first reading we see the scared and paralyzed 

disciples in the upper room break out and begin to proclaim Jesus.  In this scene Peter quotes the 

book of psalms: I saw the Lord ever before me, with him at my right hand I shall not be 

disturbed. Therefore my heart has been glad and my tongue has exulted …You have made known 

to me the paths of life; you will fill me with joy in your presence.  This same awareness is 

available to all.  Do you want to know why I don’t just pack up my toys and go home?  It is 

because when I invite Jesus in, when I ask him to connect the dots - he does.  I read the great 

wisdom the Church has amassed, I study the Word of God guided by those who are the heirs to 

the explanations that Jesus spoke to the disciples on the road, I just remember that because I 

don’t see it or get it does not mean God is not working. 

 The disciples on the road had been taught by Jesus, they knew the truths on some level - 

but no amount of explanation, preaching, and teaching got them to the final realization.  It only 

really got to their heart in the breaking of the bread.  You can try to get it between your ears all 

you want, you can try to figure it out with all your mental powers, you can hear all the Scripture 

and preaching in the world - but what really makes the difference is a personal encounter and 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  We continue to have Jesus reveal himself in the breaking of the 

bread (an encounter we cannot all fully experience at this time) - but it is in the meeting of Jesus 

in our hearts and in the Eucharist that we can build that relationship that causes us to ask him to 

come and stay with us - it is by this meeting that we can be transformed and empowered - and 

finally able to step out without fear and follow Jesus as his good and faithful disciples.


